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Notes from the Scribler 

 
Last month I complained about the weather and will do so again 
this month. 
Cold, miserable, and windy is a good way to sum it up. 
Highest gusts we can recall recorded at the strip. As murphy’s law 
states, when the flying days did come around, I wasn’t able to 
participate. 
As usual, Crozy has been busy in the hangar. Read about his 
latest build further on. 
John Miller has flown the Volksplane and a very nice flier it is too. 

Last month we featured Neil Schrader’s build of his P47. 
This month, we cover some of the features of his Spitfire build. 
The build blog on RC Scale Builder is well worth a look. 
Done has a couple of models for sale and there’s an interesting snippet and cartoon from an 
ancient newsletter. 
 
Well, its time to make use of the crap weather and go and apply more glue. 
 
 
See you at the strip – sometime – maybe. 
 
Steve 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The cross wind was a challenge, but John 
Miller’s Volksplane comes in safely. 
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Deacon 60 and some handy hints    
Ian Crosland. 
 
(You will recall that in our April issue, we had this 
plea from Ian Crosland. ‘Wanted to borrow for a 
few months, 'Veron Deacon' plan’. Ian then found the 
plan on Outerzone, but instead of taking it to the 
printers to enlarge from the A4 sheet. He got out his 
trusty roll of wallpaper and ruler and scaled it up 
himself. – ed) 
 
The late Bob McGrath flew a Veron Cardinal off 
our strip some years ago and I always thought it 
was a cute little plane that flew well.   
Earlier this year, in one of my drawers, I noticed that I had a 28-30 750kv motor and a 30-
amp ESC plus a couples of props. The Cardinal came to mind so I googled it up and found it 
was named after a butterfly and also noted it had a bigger 52" brother look-alike, also 
designed by Phil Smith, later in 1957. I was apprenticed to full size aircraft then, models 
were shelved, and interests became cars, speedboats and girls and now in the last 25 years 
I am back modelling again. I decided to scale the Deacon up from the A4 Outerzone plan x 
10, achieving a span of 60", a good intermediate size to compliment my electric 44" and 96" 
Tomboys, compete in vintage, easy to fit in the car and a slow flyer when I get old! In scaling 
up, plus converting from free flight to RC electric, I increased the nose x 25mm to bring the 
CG to the correct position, 10mm forward from original. I also slightly increased and 
aerofoiled the fin and rudder to reduce any dutch-roll. No mention of incidence, so set it at 2 
degrees as it is easier to pack T/E than remove from fuse. 

 It's an old school balsa build with fire wall and the two 
frames of ply in three different thicknesses and spars 
of stripped cedar venetian blinds laminated with 
balsa.  The Aerofoil section is Clark Y and I added L/E 
riblets, a couple of extra main ribs and extra bracing to 
the fuse. When dressing spars and longerons, I 
radiused the edges and for any spindly areas that are 
likely to get damaged, a couple of drops of cyno to 
soak in to add strength. A lot of components I had in 
stock but decided to buy two new Corona mini-MG 
servos and push pull with .05mm nylon filament. Also 

bought a couple of sheets of quality balsa from the chemist in Seaview Rd, they have a 
rewards voucher scheme. The 'Lightex' turquoise covering was sourced from Pilot Pete and 
is one of the lightest and strongest on the market, applied at a lower heat of 60 to 90 C.  The 
lemon covering is std and the 3mm trim is from 'generous' John Ellison's hanger. Before 
applying covering I water down PVA and brush areas 
where covering edges join, e.g., trailing edge, allow 
to dry thoroughly and lightly sand with 400 paper, 
dust and wipe with meths or Isopropyl to ensure 
good adhesion.  Always wear a mask when sanding, 
even outside as balsa dust is very fine and is easily 
ingested. The Deacon is ready for flight when 
weather permits. Batteries are 800mah min against 
fire wall, up to 2200mah max a bit further back.  
AUW = 870g inc. 800mah battery. I find the 
challenge to design/modify, build and fly 
successfully, [if it does], good therapy.  

 

 

 



July club night     
For our July club night, we watched a 
documentary on the development and 
subsequent life of Concorde. 
It was extremely interesting, and whilst 
many of us remember the story from days 
gone by, there was a lot to be recalled and 
learned. 
 
Gordon Wood was unable to be there, but 
sent in the following: - 
 
My apologies, as I will not be able to attend 
Club Night. 
However, you may wish to notify the membership that: 
"Aerospace Bristol is an aerospace museum at Filton, to the north of Bristol, England, U.K. 
The project is run by the Bristol Aero Collection Trust and houses a varied collection of 
exhibits, including Concorde Alpha Foxtrot, the final Concorde to be built and the last to fly." 
Their site: 
https://aerospacebristol.org/  

 

Aerospace Bristol | Supersonic Family 

Fun 
Enjoy a supersonic family day out in Bristol! Step aboard 

the last Concorde to fly and embark upon a fun hands-on 

journey through aviation history. 

aerospacebristol.org 

I highly recommend a visit should any of our members be passing through, or within easy 
reach of, Bristol. 
Visitors can board the plane, walk through half the cabin, and get close to the flight deck with 
photos possible through an internal Plexiglas window. 
There are also vast amounts of info, videos and photos inside the hanger. 
I managed to squeeze in a visit some 4 years ago, with only an hour or so available, which 
was the absolute minimum required. Personally, I'd recommend 2 to 3 hours. 
Highly recommended, and the usual gift shop has many interesting/fascinating items for 
sale. 
My souvenir was a "Concorde Pocket Manual" published by Osprey in 2018. 
(I also have a copy of "The Spitfire Pocket Manual" published by Osprey in 2017). 
 
Many thanks Gordon. 

 
 

Rabbits 

The pindone drop for rabbit control has been postponed until the weather is more suitable. 
There is considerable damage on the strip, so be aware. 
 

                                
 
 
 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faerospacebristol.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ccf7ba868c8c34fc49a3d08da670ebbae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637935610244641063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q6b4zW1lzVKINiFQIDICG%2BqpefiklSooHD9Oduqp0fQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faerospacebristol.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ccf7ba868c8c34fc49a3d08da670ebbae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637935610244641063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q6b4zW1lzVKINiFQIDICG%2BqpefiklSooHD9Oduqp0fQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faerospacebristol.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ccf7ba868c8c34fc49a3d08da670ebbae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637935610244641063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q6b4zW1lzVKINiFQIDICG%2BqpefiklSooHD9Oduqp0fQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faerospacebristol.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ccf7ba868c8c34fc49a3d08da670ebbae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637935610244641063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q6b4zW1lzVKINiFQIDICG%2BqpefiklSooHD9Oduqp0fQ%3D&reserved=0


July Silver Fox BBQ 

It has always been claimed 
that the BBQ is held rain, 
hail, or shine. 
Given the atrocious weather 
that week and high winds 
on the day, I was sceptical 
that members would forge 
ahead. 
At 10 minutes to midday, I 
was the only one present 
and was about to pack 
everything away, when the 
staunch stalwarts turned up. 
The BBQ was fired into life, 
Brendan and John M 
cooked up some snags and hash browns, well supervised by the others. 
7 were present. 
It just so happened that the BBQ this day coincided with the free one we hold from time to 
time, so all were well fed, pockets left heavy, and everyone went home happy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happily fed. Many lies were told! 

 

 



Neil Schrader Spitfire 
 
Lat month we featured and referenced Neil Schrader’s P47 build. 
This month we draw attention to his Spitfire build. 
The model is painted in the colours and numbers of his Father’s spitfire. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The build blog for this spitfire was done partially retrospectively. Like the build blog for the 
P47, it is a mine of information. 
You can read the blog here. RCSCALEBUILDER.COM - 83" Spitfire MkIX moulded fuselage 
build 
 
Neil found when fettling the fuse to get as accurate detail as possible, that the weight grew, 
and, after being prompted, used the completed fuse as a plug for making a mould of the 
fuse. Several fuse’s were then pulled from the mould and sold. Paul Buckrell has one. 
 
One of the problems of building a model such as the Spitfire, is the small cowl space 
available if one wants to enclose an engine. Which is why some such models are electric 
powered. 
Neil, though, had an answer. Using the impeller from a small turbo, this was mounted behind 
the spinner and a close-fitting shroud fitted around the impeller blades. Air is ducted from the 

radiator under the model and dragged past 
the engine by the impeller and out behind 
the spinner. 
The engine is a Laser 180 4 stroke. Neil 
says the cooling system seems to work 
well. 
 

Turbo impeller 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Complete fibreglass fuses. 

https://www.rcscalebuilder.com/forum/forum_posts.asp?TID=20726&PN=0&TPN=1
https://www.rcscalebuilder.com/forum/forum_posts.asp?TID=20726&PN=0&TPN=1


         
 
Some of the incredible detail. 
 
 
 

 
 
If you look closely at this photo, you can 
see the ‘New Zealand’ flash on the 
shoulder. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                   RC Scale Builder awards builds of the month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



For Sale 

Don has the following for sale. 
 
Seagull Edge 540 SEAX 12B  
1100mm wingspan 
Tomcat KV 980 Outrunner motor 
Hobbywing Skywalker 50A, - UBEC 5A speed 
controller 
5x Hitec HS 65 HB  Servos 
Carbon Landing gear 
Carbon (Don special) control surface horns.  
Ready to go, just add your own receiver and flight 
battery. (I flew this on a 4s Lipo) 
 
This model has not had many flights. Pretty much trimmed it and that’s it. I put it together to 
with intent of trying to do some “formation” flying with another member but that never worked 
out. It’s a great little flyer, but I don’t really like the small models, so it deserves a better 
home. 
It cost over $500 as is, but happy to discuss offers around the $350 mark for club members, 
otherwise I’ll try my luck for a bit more on TradeMe. 
 
Piper Tomahawk: 
This is an “old school” die cut, build it 
yourself Airsail kit which I bought ages ago 
(2005). 
I started to build it then lost interest. 
Think everything is still here. Needs 
covering, fuel tank, wheels and engine. 
Don’t think they make these anymore. Will 
be a great looking plane, but I don’t have 
time to build it. Have too many other projects 
on the go. 
Looking for around $180.  Same as above, 
will go on Trademe if there is no one 
interested. 

 

 

If you’re interested in either of these 
         models, contact Don directly: - 
 
 dna.lynnz@outlook.com 
  or 
 021 366 393 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dna.lynnz@outlook.com


Slotting hinges 

I know several you use the Dubro hinge slotting tool. 
Whilst this works on soft woods, I’ve found it to be less than useful on harder woods. Not 
specifically hardwood, but hard balsa as well. 
I find the tines on the tool bend and its hard to push through. I was pondering this recently 
when I espied an old blade for my Multifunction tool which I had narrowed somewhat to get 
into an awkward place. 
Although the teeth were badly worn, it was absolutely ideal for slotting hinges. 
On balsa it was very easy to work through by hand. On hard wood, it was easy to mount in 

the tool and use. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

From the ancient files 

As part of handing over all the things club management related, I went through all the old 
documentation that’s found its way into the club files over the years. 
 
From a club newsletter in 1993. (So, before our club was formed when flyers were part of 
PAMINC), there’s an article about noise. Referring to ‘Noise’ having been a recent agenda 
item at the NZMAA (now MFNZ) AGM, and one of the reasons why the club had to re-locate. 
(To the site we are now at). A subcommittee was formed to study the matter. 
So, understanding noise isn’t anything new. 
Also mentioned were the proposed club fees for the 1993/1994 year, with the Senior club fee 
being set at $55. It was discounted for the over 60s, of which there wouldn’t have been many 
then. 
Interestingly our club fee is currently $50.00. 
The National fee was $40. This has climbed 
dramatically in recent years, owing much to 
the ever-increasing insurance costs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



And just to make sure we understand how miserable it has been, I cannot recall ever seeing 
the wind gust at the strip above 100k. A new colour (to us) highlights the display. 

 
 

Weather data shared with GWRC 

Recently we were approached by GWRC to see if we could provide them with rain data off 
our weather station. 
The reason? 
 
GWRC is planning to restore around 80 hectares of peatland in QEP and has installed 15 
data loggers around the area for the purpose of groundwater monitoring. Collected data is 
used to model the groundwater table response to rainfall in order to avoid damage to the 
neighbouring properties by rewetting the peatlands. 
Rainfall data is currently obtained from Paraparaumu airport weather station which is around 
5km distance from area of interest. 
 
Obviously, our data is much more local. 
Alistair Haussmann, our weather station guru was able to extract 2 years of data in 1-hour 
segments and forward on. 
 
Thank you for a quick response and a wonderful set of data. 
Two years period and an hour frequency will be great to make comparisons and adjustments 
to the Paraparaumu airport set. 
 
They will ask for updated data from time to time. 
It’s great to be able to contribute to the work of GWRC in the park. 
 
Steve 

 
 
And that’s it for another month. 
As Don would say. Fly hard, land soft. Steve 
 


