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The Presidential Scribe 

When Covid struck some 2 years ago, we had no idea what the future 

would hold, let alone how long things would continue to be in turmoil. 

We probably thought we would battle through the first year’s lock 

downs and all would be good.  

This hasn’t been the case and as we head into year 3 of the Pandemic, 

we have little idea when things might look normal again. Lockdowns 

this last 12 months have been brutal for some and, as they have lost 

their novelty appeal, and become a strain. The traffic light system is 

more brutal, in some ways, than the lock downs. 

The last 2 years we have managed to fit our Rally in. 

This year, the decision to cancel taken by the committee was quite easy.  

. 

The next 6 weeks are very unknown. Requirements for the rally would have us insisting on 

checking vaccine passes, as well as counting people visiting so we didn’t exceed 100 

(including pilots). Not easy. Not worth the risk. Little to gain. 

So, rally cancelled. 

 

Club Nights. These can continue at this time. Numbers we get to club nights fit within the 

numbers criteria we have been given by GWRC. 

Club nights, though, will also require a vaccine pass to be shown and masks worn. 

As well as being the traffic light rule, its also a GWRC stipulation. 

 

On a brighter note, there have been some good flying days in recent times. 

I’m looking forward to more of them. 

 

Have a good month everybody. 

 

Steve 
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A new life 

It’s always good to see a model that somehow sees the light of day again after many years 

being hidden away. 

Back in 1998, Mike Tucker built a pattern ship called a ‘UFO’. This was from a plan originally 

published in a 1977 American R/C model magazine. 

You can still get the plan off Outerzone or buy one of Hangarones’s short kits. 

The design is by Joe Bridi. 

 

Another classic from designer Joe Bridi, the UFO 65" is the next generation of Pattern Ship 

following on from the successful Dirty Birdy, in the unending quest for perfection! 

 

The UFO features a swept wing and stabiliser for better 

roll performance, and a thicker anhedral stabiliser to 

make the tail more stable in some manoeuvres - along 

with a deeper fuselage and larger fin and rudder to help 

with knife edge flight. There is also more room for retract 

installation. 

 

Above description and photo (left) taken from the Hangar 

One website. 

 

Mike built this with an OS 60FSR. He didn’t have a tuned pipe on it but did experiment with 

various mufflers. Apparently, it was very hard to balance correctly. The motor was 

refurbished some years ago with new bearings and ring. 

According to Mike, it was a delight to fly. 

Fast forward many years and Ryan Groves was interested in getting into Vintage Pattern 

and advertised for such a machine. 

Mike obliged and Ryan set it up and flew it, 

inviting Mike down for the maiden flight. 

Sometime further on and the model has 

ended up with Pete Brown. 

In order to get the performance he wanted, he 

went to a smaller propeller and a tuned pipe. 

The motor really screams and the model flies 

extremely well.  

Seems to have unlimited vertical. 

 

 

Pete prepares for another ‘sorti’. 

 

Pete’s a very happy chappy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Vintage 

Upcoming Levin Vintage Events 

 

The first of the three Levin Club Vintage event for 2022 is the Gareth Newton Memorial on 

Saturday 12 February.   The events are all on Saturdays to have minimal impact on club 

flying by avoiding the normal Sunday club day flying activities.  

The Levin Vintage events will be the same low key fun days that have become increasingly 

popular in recent years and both vintage competition flights and vintage sport flying is what 

the events are all about.  Low key fun competition and enjoying flying vintage models 

together are the objectives. 

The format is that you can fly any Vintage (or Classical) class that you wish.  There are no 

entry fees and the flying is very much relaxed fun.  We stop for lunch and depending on the 

Covid situation at the time, normally BBQ some sausages.  Normally most fly Vintage 

Precision which any Vintage IC or electric model can be flown in.  This is a very 

straightforward class with three flights, each with up to a 60 second motor run and ideally a 

spot landing at 3 minutes give or take the age bonus of your model (a bonus point for each 

year the design was published before the 1950 Vintage cut off date).  Many of us will also fly 

other Vintage or Classical classes such as Duration and Texaco.  If you aren’t familiar with 

the classes, bring along your Vintage models and ask Bryan or Stew about what classes 

they could be flown in.  The classes are all very straightforward and we are very happy to 

help you on the day “have a go” at a new class to you.  Each class has its own challenges 

and appeal – all good fun! 

To those that haven’t attended before, come along and have a fun day of Vintage flying in a 

relaxed rally type atmosphere.  To regular attendees, how about expanding your horizons to 

fly an additional class or two at the events this year! 

 

Details: 

Gareth Newton Memorial Vintage Event 

Saturday 12 February 2022 (wind postponement date Saturday 26 February) 

Start time 9.30am  

Levin MAC site, Tararua Road (between SH1 & SH57 on southern side of Tararua Road) 

No entry fees 

For any further details contact joint organisers Stew Cox– 027 548 1894, 

Flierstew@gmail.com  or Bryan Treloar 0204 147 6917, bryan_treloar@hotmail.com  

 

Also note the dates for the other two Levin Vintage events for 2022: 

Bob Burling Memorial - Saturday 14 May 2022 (Saturday 21 May wind postponement date) 

John Selby Memorial - Saturday 15 October 2022 (Saturday 22 October wind postponement 

date) 

Stew Cox

 

 

KAMCI Rally set down for the weekend of 12th 

and 13th March is cancelled. 
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Some like it hot 

As can be seen from the below, we had a real mixture on 15/12. 

1 mm of rain overnight and a max temp of 32.2. 

Not at all conducive to a comfortable flying day. 

 

 

Wednesday night flying 

We started Wednesday night flyting prior to Xmas, with the first designated night being 

Wednesday, 8th December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve had a mixed bag of weather, with 

Wednesday nights sometimes being a bit 

on the windy side. 

So, Wednesday nights it’s all on. 

 
 



The taxi died,, long live the taxi. 

In our December newsletter, we wrote about the demise of James very nice CARF Extra 

260, and we spoke about the rebuild then underway. 

 

You will recall that James purchased a similar model, although it wasn’t in a great state of 

repair. The plan was to make an excellent model out of the 2. With the pressure of the Nat’s 

just around the corner, getting the fuse repairs done took precedence.  

At the same time a new set of canisters were ordered and when these arrived not long 

before Xmas, it was 

found the inlet pipes and 

the extractor pipes were 

of different diameters. 

Parts for new extractors 

were ordered and 

Andrew finished these in 

Christmas week. 

With inspections 

completed, the 5 

TestFlight’s were carried 

out 31st Dec and Rene 

Redmond (Large Model 

controller) gave James the go ahead to 

compete with the model at the Nats. 

 

You can see that each side has a wing 

and tailplane from a different model. 

This was fortuitous when mixing the 

best bits. The rudder is from the 

original. 

Model is as yet unpainted, but there is 

thought to painting each side of the 

fuse to match the wings. 

 



From the sublime to…… 

 

Thursday 16th December was 

end of year BBQ Day. 

Having had record temps at 

the strip on Wednesday 15th, 

one would have expected a 

great day to wind up the year 

on the Thursday. 

As you can see, 18mm of rain 

and a sodden carpark didn’t 

look conducive to anything. 

We carried on, with many running late to get there because of slips causing traffic jams. 

Even the food arrived ‘just in time’. A number couldn’t make it because of conditions, but 

those that did enjoyed a great day. It was good to welcome Brendan along from the park. 

Unfortunately, weather conditions made it impossible for Jeremy to make it. 

Most slipped home before roads were closed. 

 
 



DLE Australia closing 

down… 

 

I know some of you are aware of this, but it 

wasn’t published on their website. This from 

Facebook. 

At least we will still have Australasian presence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting the DLE 30 working properly 

 

Over a period, I had a lot of problems with my DLE30. It would start, but not run well. Tuning 

didn’t seem to help, and ignition testing was fine. It was if it was starving for fuel once 

running. From days of setting up carburettors, it was as if there was an air leak. Poring over 

google, I found others with similar problems and this was also put down to air leaks. 

Dismantling the reed valve assembly and isolating block from the carb, I found fuel on the 

gaskets where I didn’t expect any. Further searching on google found that this can be a 

problem with DLE engines. The faces of the components are not highly finished and rely 

very much on the softness of the gasket to create a good seal. I found an article on lapping 

these surfaces to get a good seal, based on a recommendation from Frank Bowman who 

makes high performance rings for these engines. 

So, I ran through the process. The engine runs pretty good now, but still needs a bit of fine 

tuning.  

The following taken from the article. 

 

 

The first step is to remove the 

carburettor and reed valve block 

assembly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using 320 grit wet and dry on a smooth surface to lap. I used the stone bench top in the 

kitchen. A piece of glass is good.  



Whilst the first step is to lap the mount on the rear of the crankcase, I didn’t do this. It looked 

OK and to ensure I didn’t get grit in the engine, I would have to remove the backplate. 

 

The reed block 

surface before 

and after. You 

must take a lot of 

care to get the 

reeds back 

properly or they 

won’t seal. 

 

 

 

 

 

These photos are from the article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carburettor mating surface before and after. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heat block surface before and after. 

 

I also didn’t lap the carburettor block itself. Being metal, its finish wasn’t too bad, and I didn’t 

want crud in the carb. 

 

So, did it work? 

 

Certainly, the engine starts more easily and runs a lot better, but there is still an issue at idle 

before it warms up, after each start. 

 

However, I’m way happier than I was. 

 

Steve 

 



MFNZ membership cards.  

Extract from email received by Paul, from Paul Clegg. 

(There have been major issues with the printer used to print the plastic membership 

cards) 

 

2022 / 2023 Membership cards 

I'm still working with suppliers on new form of membership cards. I'll keep in touch with you 

about this. I'm currently working with suppliers on a paper-based card with a pre-printed 

side. The focus is to remove the single point of failure with the plastic card printer (and what 

a failure it's been).  Note this is similar to the cards that the Australians use.    

 

 

JUST A LOAD OF BULL …(DOZER)                          …. and “just” an observation-George Brickell 

  

 Over our back fence we have a friend and neighbour, his name is Allan MAYO. Some call 

him a “good bastard” …. others call him a “right bastard” (“right” because he is almost 

always “right” that is, his wife Deirdre contributes the “almost” part of this statement 

incidentally!). 

Alan, a Kapiti club member from way back came to a Silver Fox BBQ recently.  

An experienced and un-assuming modeller.…  when one visits his workshop, his story is told 

for him.  

 

 A few very old model aircraft frames and wings grace the rafters if you look closely. A nicely 

presented DC3 in vintage NAC colours hangs from the ceiling … fitted with a pair of (un-run) 

OS “Wankel’ motors… installed along with his own-design and scratch-built retracts. (You 

can see it in the background of the photo) The model, built in the late 70s has not been 

flown…..….. just like another scratch-built model currently sitting on the garage floor.  

 

 

The man cave- Man and 

beast .. er.did I forget to 

mention the Scratch built 

glow powered helicopter 

also hanging from the 

ceiling? 

 

So why are we reading 

about this?  

I have recently been 

privileged to assist with a 

“30 year” refit/overhaul of 

the model Caterpillar D11 

and thought it may interest 

some of the members, 

even though making it fly 

may be a bit “touch and 

go”!, that’s why. 

 This is not a kitset. It weighs an estimated half a ton. It has its own lifting hoist on his 

(restored/modified) full size truck! (And we moan about fitting in long wings into our 

vehicles?) - It uses a pair of large electric motors from mobility scooters that are supplied by 

a solid “deep charge” lead acid marine battery. Track sections were designed, moulds made, 

sections cast and machining done “in house” . Well not the “sections being cast” perhaps! – 

(Deirdre might not have approved of it being “in house”?) A 12Volt soldering iron for the 

exhaust smoke and a whole collection of “full size” valves, solenoids and hydraulic pumps to 



make it do what it should. No real computers as we know them, no 3D printing, not even 

easy reference the internet for advice back then. Cool ! – This was built in early 2000s 

remember. 
 

 

Servos and micro switches 

replaced with electronic 

switches. At this stage 

“roughed up” proof of 

concept/testing layout. 

 

The replacement and 

updating of the control gear, 

apart from the hard parts, has 

been my part of the brief. In 

simple terms, one would think 

it was easy….. pull out the old 

gear and plug in the new? 

Almost…. but not quite. It has 

presented planning priorities 

unforeseen…. at least by 

yours truly that is. 

The existing radio, a 1970’s Futaba pre-gold box (27meg – 6 x channel series gear left over 

from his RC aircraft days) driving servos which in turn, connected mechanically to micro 

switches, had to be replaced. This equipment had worked flawlessly over the years at many, 

many agricultural shows throughout the country, but was proving prone to becoming erratic 

in some locations. (Which begs the question was it interference?) 

 

The first requirement was that the new installation be reliable/secure and not complicated as 

it has to be able to be serviced and understood and serviced “in the field” by the owner in the 

future. The selection of radio gear is therefore critical. Modern equipment can do this - and 

more easily – once set up – and it’s operation understood. (not always an easy task as some 

well know!) - so it was decided to still move control to the 2.4 Ghz band, but retain basic 

easy to set up (minimal computer driven) gear, driving electronic switches for the host of 

hydraulic pump solenoids and motors.  

 

 All the functions of the machine are still controlled with the same number of channels. 

 

Ch 1 - Right stick vertical = Right track forward and reverse. 

Ch2 - Left stick vertical = Left track forward and reverse. 

Ch3 - Right stick horizontal = Blade up and down. 

Ch4 - Left stick horizontal = Ripper up and down.  

Ch5 - Head lights on/off plus Smoke on/off 

Ch6 – Hazard/flashing light. on/off 

 

  Despite initially connecting a pair of bi-directional ESC’s for proportional directional control 

– Alan - (remember -  he is “always right”?) decided he would prefer the non-proportional 

(“bang, bang”) “feel” of the machine that he had become used to over the years…… well, it 

is his bulldozer after all.  

 

The only real problem encountered was a violent shudder when the blade or ripper was 

activated. Having thought about it for a while, capacitors were sourced and installed to 

suppress a possible relay point’s spark (heavy initial inductive current). this seems to have 

cured the problem. 

 

I remain apprehensive about range limitation once the metal top has been screwed back on, 

as this provides an almost perfect Faraday shield in which the receiver is mounted, but at 



these frequencies funny things can happen!  Allan’s still putting the machine back together 

so time will tell I guess – and I haven’t heard anything from him lately…… fingers are 

crossed, and an aerial extension is on hand if required! 

 

Many thanks George. 

Many of our members are into alternate modelling as well as R/C planes, so its good to 

feature something different (and clever). 

 

 

It’s maiden time. 

 

There have been a few maiden flights of new models captured over the Xmas period. 

Luke Hawinkels (aka Stretch) maidened this neat wee electric twin called a Bush Mule. 

 

Grant McNeil maidened this electric Extra. Flies 

very well too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian McMillan was very happy with his Wilga. 

James gave it the once over and fiddled the sticks for the 

first flight and it flew without any bad habits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We are  ‘de-fenced’ 

 

Having received the green light from GWRC to 

remove the strip perimeter fence, work began over 

the Xmas period. 

The first working bee on 29/12 was extremely well 

supported. More than enough people. The task this 

day was to remove all the wire from the fences and 

roll it up as best we could and mark where all the 

metal post bottom halves were in the ground for 

later removal. 

 

This was also a good flying day, so 

after ‘work’ and ‘lunch’ a few had a 

fly. Great turnout. Job done. 

The second part of the project was  

to pull the posts themselves. It had 

been hoped to do this a couple of days 

later, but things conspired against us, and the job was only 

completed over the weekend of 29/30 Jan. 

My son Craig brought his little digger (nickname -Diggory) up for 

a play. It took about 3 ½ hours to pull the posts. Unfortunately, 

these posts being quarter round, are not very strong, with most 

breaking when being pulled. The metal posts in the ground were 

dug out, although some bent and were eventually bent and 

buried. All holes were filled as we went. 

We didn’t ask for a working bee for this, but Andrew and James 

volunteered to come down and manhandle posts, Barry 

Simmonds gave us a hand for a while as did Ross Monk, a late 

starter but the last to leave. 

So, all done.   And a BIG THANKS to all. 

 
 

Did you once work for the council Ross? 



Kapiti members at the Nats. 

 

We had a few members fly at the Nats and a few who intended to but were unable for 

various reasons. 

Aggy. 

Terry Beaumont  

Ryan Groves 

Vintage Precision. 

Terry Beaumont. 

Vintage Open Texaco. 

Terry Beaumont. 

Vintage IC duration 

Terry Beaumont 

Pylon – Quickie 500 

Ryan Groves 

Basic Imac 

Jamie Lefrentz 3rd 

Sportsman Imac 

Ryan Groves 

Ian Hill 

Intermediate IMAC 

James Farrow  3rd 

Expert Pattern 

Ian Hill   2nd 

Masters Pattern 

James Farrow  2nd 

Intermediate Scale 

Ryan Groves  3rd 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And that’s it for another month,  
 

As Don would say, 

Fly hard, land soft. 

 

 

 

Good on you guys for giving it a 

go. 

 

I nearly went myself – maybe 

next year. 


