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The Presidential Scribe 
It’s Christmas and the last newsletter for the year. 

The last 2 years have been the most challenging that I 

can remember, for everyday life being altered, almost 

beyond understanding. 

Clubs such as ours will always ebb and flow, 

membership will go up and down, the strip will be busier 

sometimes more than others. 

What we have been missing is the continuity we would 

normally have outside of this. We can, all too easily, 

look at our situation and get a little peeved off, but then read a post on the North Shore club FB page 

and the frustrations they have had of not being able to fly at all and ‘is the strip still there?’ type of 

comment. 

It all goes to show that we have been quite lucky although very much disrupted. 

 

Kath and I have had a couple of weeks in the South Island, visiting places we’ve never been before 

and visiting numerous museums, including those of an aeronautical flavour. The standout was, of 

course, Omaka. I had heard so much about this museum that it was great to finally visit. If you haven’t 

seen it, it’s a must. 

As many of you know, I’m endeavouring to build a 1/3 scale Pitts S2. I thought it would be finished by 

now, but it is just taking forever. The more research you do for scale detail, the harder everything 

seems to get. 

When Bob McGrath was still alive, he was at Omarama one year with the gliding guys and a group of 

them visited the Croydon Museum at Mandeville. Hangered in the museum was a full-size Pitts S2, 

ZK-PIT. 

Bob took numerous photos for me which have been helpful, but as we were going South, I thought I 

would try and get some more. Kath dutifully arranged our trip to take in Mandeville and fortuitously, a 

few weeks before we left, I contacted the museum to make sure the plane was still there. It wasn’t. It 

was now based at Manapouri. 

I contacted the owner and Kath kindly re-arranged the trip so I could spend some time taking photos. 

It’s not until you start photographing scale detail up close that you realise what work is yet to be done. 

 

There has been intermittent flying weather. 

The grass keeps growing and Xmas is just around the corner. 

Have a great Xmas and fab New Year and I look forward to seeing you at the strip sometime. 

 

Steve. 
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Other Club matters 

Covid. 

We are all very aware of the ever-changing landscape that Covid has thrust upon us. Last year we 

were unable to hold club nights until Level 1, this year we have been able to hold club nights in Level 

2 because of the tweaking of the rules allowing private functions. 

Going forward, with the introduction of the traffic light system, rules for such meetings will require 

vaccination passes if we wish to continue holding club nights in the same format we do now. 

As there are no scheduled club nights now until February, we will monitor the situation and decide any 

requirements for change closer to then. 

In the meantime, remember to log in when at the field by scanning the QR code or manually entering 

your data in the log. 

 

Evening Flying. 

We have talked for some time about holding evening flying sessions but have never arranged 

anything. 

The fickle nature of weather precludes waiting until the ‘right time’. 

The committee, when pondering this, has decided the easiest way forward is to declare one night a 

week as evening flying night. 

What we’ve come up with is that, during the daylight-saving months, we hold evening flying every 

Wednesday night beginning at 6. 

It’s your decision if its flyable or not. 

If wet, just come down and talk nonsense in the club 

house!. 

Have an early dinner or bring dinner with you. If you 

want to use the BBQ, feel free. 

This is a good time for lessons if you want some. (but 

arrange with an instructor prior). 

We will begin next Wednesday night, 8th December. 

 

 

December Silver Fox BBQ. 

Date for the December event is Thursday, 16th December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Moulding a cockpit. 

Some months ago, Warren Tatham, a modeller from way back, got hold of Paul to dispose of some 

items. These included some oil and 20l of Methanol. 

This was followed up with an advert in the newsletter for some models he was giving away. Some of 

those went. 

We’ve kept in touch with Warren via sending him the monthly newsletter, and he recently followed up 

on the article that Mike Coleman wrote about molding a canopy. 

Warren has gone a step further and submitted the following. 

He’s going to talk to this at our Feb club night. 

Barry Mansfield has built something similar. 

Hello Steve. Thanks for including me on your mailing list for the club newsletter. Much appreciated 

and receiving the newsletter is motivation to keep working towards getting back into R/C flying. A 

trainer model is under way. (Ken Willard Electro Master). 

An article in a recent newsletter caught my attention-making canopies for models. Often limited 

access to suitable moldings can mean a good project has to be side-lined because a canopy cannot 

be found. I struck this problem last year and did some research, resulting in the making of a vacuum 

former machine which has produced good results. If of interest I could perhaps give a club night 

presentation on how this came about.  The heating element was sourced from a repurposed 

microwave grill unit and the frame and vacuum chamber were put together from readily accessible 

materials.   

Then there is the material to be used for the item. In this case I purchased a sheet of PET-G plastic. 

The third element is the plug to be used to form the piece. To this end I laminated several pieces of 

MDF then used an electric planer to shape the plug. This should be made very slightly undersize to 

take account of the thickness. 

I also purchased a non-contact electronic thermometer to measure the temperature of the plastic 

sheet during the heating process and the shop vacuum cleaner provides the vacuum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This photo includes the plug sitting behind my first ever attempts at vac forming. The version in the 

foreground is good enough to be used on the intended model. The molding in the background was my first 

ever attempt and while not the best outcome the result provided enough of an indication I am on the right 

track.

 

Mamba 120. 

We’ve admired Paul’s Mamba 70 in recent times. 

Paul’s steed is powered by a DA 70. A lovely machine which has lots of capability. 

Brent Douglas has gone one better and has purchased the 120 version, powered by the DA 120. 

Whilst there are variances in design construction, one is just a bigger version of the other. 

With the 120, it comes with carbon fibre undercarriage (Paul’s 70 is dural), it came pre-hinged with the 

gaps taped.  

Very efficient. 

 

Summary of the model. 

The Mamba 120 combines light weight, modern design with the latest 3D/aerobatic biplane 
knowledge from Quique Somenzini. Experience and intense attention to every aerodynamic and 
geometric detail allow a biplane experience not available anywhere else! 

Starting with a Model 12, officially licensed from Jim Kimball Enterprises, Quique Somenzini has 
made various changes to further refine the design and further perfect it as a 3D aerobatic model. 

Light wing loading and absolute minimum control coupling are key to 
great 3D performance and the Mamba 120 excels in this area. Years 
of F3A and 3D biplane experience make Quique uniquely qualified to 
design and further refine the Mamba to fly just right. 

The model has a wingspan of 85”. 
 
 
Brent has also fitted smoke and that looks impressive 
when on. 
Model inspections and test flights completed, the model is 
now fully certified and licensed to fly. 
Brent also sat his Large Model wings certification. 

 

 

 

 



Palmerston North Aeroneers 75th Birthday. 

It’s quite a milestone for clubs such as ours to have such longevity. 

5 years ago, a few of us travelled up to Fielding for their 70th birthday, this year a different group 

travelled up for their 75th birthday. 

It’s great to support other clubs and if we expect them to support our rally, then we need to also 

support them. 

Club members Pete Brown, Ryan Groves, Jamie Lafrentz, Cat Jarvis, Andrew and James Farrow, 

Paul Buckrell, Terry Beaumont and yours truly made the trip. 

The flight line was pretty busy all day, but flying conditions were good until early afternoon when rain 

started to threaten. 

The strip is half the width of ours and not as long and combined with the knee high grass around the 

strip, made for some interesting challenges when landing. 

 

This view of the Pits area 

shows Pete Brown’s impressive 

Westland Wessex helicopter in 

the foreground. Andrew and 

James can be seen in the 

Pilot’s box with James on the 

sticks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul heads to the flight line 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jamie heads back 

from a sortie with his 

new (to him) 2.5m 

Extra. Powered by a 

DLE 111, this machine 

is impressive in the air. 

 

James on observer 

duty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew’s Laser, James’s Yak and Steve’s Smith Mini-Plane on duty. 

 

 

 

Jamie brought out the ex-Ross Monk  Cub 

for a play. 

It’s come up a treat and flies really well. 

 

 



No birthday without a cake. 

 

 

Ryan Groves prepares his Ultimate Bipe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the Aeroneers for a great day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul, James and Jamie putting the world to rights. 



The taxi is no more. 

Not all will be aware that James lost his very nice CARF Extra 260 in recent times. 

Coming out of a loop at idle speed and heading into an up 

line, the engine stalled when opening the throttle. 

No airspeed and no chance of recovery, the model 

disappeared behind the dunes. It would appear to have hit 

wing tip first and then end of fuse. The fuse smashed behind 

the cockpit area as can be seen in the photo. 

This isn’t your normal run of the mill wooden construction, 

but foam core fibreglass. So, the fuse was unrepairable. 

 

James has managed to buy another identical model which has a different scheme, but has been hard 

used.  

The fuse of the new model, whilst whole, was challenged with some poor repairs and extra holes for 

some reason. 

A refurbishment plan was put together and Andrew has done a magnificent job in strengthening and 

repairing weak parts of the fuse and re-glassing a myriad of holes that had been made in it for some 

reason, over the years. 

Between the 2 models, a good set of wings was available and the rudder from James broken model 

replaces the rather battered rudder in the replacement model. 

Rudder hinges have also needed attention. 

The rush is on to get it ready for the Nats, and 

it will probably appear there in a temporary 

livery. (undercoat). 

A new set of tuned canisters has also been 

ordered. The ones of his crashed model had  

not been very well repaired at some point and 

were also full of dents 

 

 

 



Its those little scale details 

As mentioned earlier, I spent an hour with Adam Butcher, owner of ZK-PIT, 

grabbing photos that will help me with scale detail. 

Adam grew up in the Wairarapa and modelled as a youngster. He lived not 

far from Clairville and visited the Nats at times.  

He had a healthy interest in aviation and one day is parents shouted him 

some flying lessons, when he was a teenager. They got him started and he then worked to raise 

money to complete his training. 

He’s owned XK-PIT for a couple of years. 

You know the Pitts S2 is a small airplane at 20ft wingspan, but you don’t realise how small until you 

stand next to it. In the same hanger was a Pitts S1S with the square wingtips. The wingspan of the S1 

is 17’ 4”, so considerable smaller than the S2. It looked tiny in comparison. 

I’m not tall. But standing next to the S2, I could look down into the cockpit. 

Some interesting observations. 

The tailwheel for the model spec is 50mm dia. I never thought 

much about this until you see the real thing at 200mm and 

realise just how small it is. ‘Good for rabbit holes’ Adam said. 

 

I asked what this lump 

on top of the wing was. 

 

It’s the rear bolt that bolts the I 

strut in place. 

And underneath there are 

washers to adjust incidence. 

 

 

 

Some panel screws are of different sizes and some have washers. Apparently, they flog out and 

bigger ones are used to replace smaller ones. 

I gathered lots of info. Now I just have to put it to use. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ZK-PIT when it was at Mandeville 



Stolen under licence from the Tauranga newsletter. 

 

 

 

And that’s it for another month. 

 

As Don would say “Fly hard, land soft” 

Steve 


