KAPITI AEROMODELLERS’ CLUB INCORPORATED
CLUB OPERATING RULES AND PROCEDURES
Amended from Aug 2017
Released November 2017
Please note that these operating rules and procedures are additional to rules and
regulations as published by Model Flying New Zealand & CAA and should be read in
conjunction with such.
Safety Manual available on the Model Flying New Zealand website:
http://www.modelflyingnz.org/docs/manual/Safety%20CLUB%20MANUAL%20Sectio
n%2006%202013.pdf
Also
KAMCI Risk Assessment and
KAMCI Club Safety Plan
Available on the KAMCI website under Club Stuff/Documents
1. Rules apply to all Kapiti flyers regardless of model type being flown.
2. All models, new or repaired, are to be inspected by a model inspector prior to being
flown for the first time from the club field. A list of model inspectors is displayed on the
Club notice board and is available on the club website. Inspections to be guided by
the KAMCI Club Aircraft Inspection Form available on the website under: Club
Stuff/Documents.
3. If you are flying on an FM system (non-2.4 GHz).
(a) If you are the only one in the paddock using such a system, then you are free
to fly.
(b) If there are 2 members using an FM system, then each takes responsibility for
communicating with the other.
(c) If there are 3 or more using long wire, then the frequency board MUST be
used.
4. Prior to starting any models, including electric, models must be restrained either by an
assistant or some form of tether.
5. If it is necessary to run an engine at high revs for a period, this should be done away
from the pit area and preferably North of the clubhouse. Ensure that no one is
standing in line with the propeller or in front of the model during run up.
6. Mufflers must be fitted to all engines that are designed to be fitted.
7. All aircraft shall conform to MFNZ and KAMCI noise restriction requirements and must
be operated at minimum noise.
(a) Prop tip speeds can contribute to excessive and unpleasant noise. In such
cases, re-propping options should be examined.
8. Before attempting to fly, check the number of models that are airborne. The maximum
number which may be in the air at one time is 5 (FIVE).
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9. Everyone should get a fair opportunity to fly. Be aware of others and do not dominate
the flight line.
10. If needed, confirm that you have an observer available. It is the pilot’s responsibility to
get an observer.
11. Responsibility to follow the observer rule in every instance is with the flyer wanting to
become airborne:
Observers are NOT required when:
1 (one) aircraft is airborne and flying below 400 feet.
Observers ARE required:
(a) When there is a possibility of flying at over 400 feet, irrespective of the
number of aircraft airborne.
(b) Two or more aircraft are being flown (up to the maximum of 5). An observer is
required for each aircraft other than the first.
(c) The pilot is not a wings badge holder, then he/she must have an observer
who IS a wings badge holder.
12. Observers. All Wings badge holders are classified as qualified observers. Those
without wings badges who have been made aware of the observer rules, are listed in
the club house in the Observers book. Observer requirements are listed at the end of
this document.
13. If you need to go onto the strip for any reason, confirm with pilots in the box that it is
OK to do so. Keep the time on the strip to the minimum possible.
Advise when the strip is clear.
14. Before taxiing onto the runway, pilots must first check that it is OK to do so, by asking
pilots in the pilot’s box that they are OK with you taking off.
15. All pilots must fly from the pilot’s box. It is accepted that when landing a pilot may wish
to improve his/her field of vision by moving to one end or another bay. To
accommodate this, the pilot’s box has been designed with larger bays at both ends.
16. Height restrictions, as directed by CAA, are as follows: See drawing at the end of this
document.
The Whareroa stream (approx. 280 m North of the clubhouse) forms the
landmark reference for the height restrictions.
North of the Whareroa stream - 500 ft AGL
South of the Whareroa stream - 650 ft AGL
17. No aircraft may be intentionally flown to the West of the runway or over the pits area.
The clubhouse side of the runway is OUT of BOUNDS
18. When more than one aircraft is being flown, it is mandatory that "circuit flying" be
strictly observed.
19. Circuit directions are Right hand on the Northerly vector and Left hand on the
Southerly vector. At no time should the pilot turn toward the pit area. This means, for
example, if flying a circuit whereby you are flying from South to North down the
runway (clockwise circuit) you should not turn left towards the pits.
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20. Taking off to the North. You may not take off to the North if there is activity on the
track opposite the end of the strip.
21. Flying and associated activities must be carried out in a safe and considerate manner.
If intending to make a low pass check that the runway is clear and make your
intentions known to other pilots. If flying with others, avoid making repeated low
passes as this is distracting to other pilots.
22. If flying aerobatics, these must be flown on a line to the East of the runway.
No aerobatics are to be performed near the pit area or above the strip.
23. Should you experience any unusual characteristics during flight, e.g. control flutter,
erratic response etc., the model must be landed as soon as possible and checked out
before attempting to fly again.
24. If your model has engine failure, call “Dead stick”. On such occasions other pilots
MUST give landing priority to the affected model.
25. ALWAYS advise other pilots when you are going to land, and, if you need to “go
around” advise other pilots. Once you have landed, taxi or remove your model from
the strip as soon as possible and notify any pilots still flying that the strip is clear.
26. DO NOT taxi into the pit area.
27. Visitors.
(a) Visitors from other clubs are always welcome on a casual basis. If a Visitor
from another club arrives and wishes to fly, then it is the responsibility of the
visitor to make him/herself known. The senior club member there at the time
needs to check the club membership of the visitor and sight their MFNZ card
and wings badge before explaining local rules etc., before the visitor can fly. If
they have an MFNZ membership but not a wings badge, they may still fly but
must have an observer and for the first flight, an Instructor observing.
(b) Any member of the public visiting and who wishes to ‘have a go’ should be
taken under the wing of the senior member present and appropriate
arrangements made.
(c) Any club member bringing along a visitor to fly is responsible for that visitor
and making sure that all protocols are followed.
(d) It is expected that if a member of another club wishes to fly regularly with the
club that they take out Associate membership. Any visitor or friend who has
flown more than 3 times with the club, is expected to take out full or associate
membership.
(e) It should be noted that membership requirement is a guideline only and each
case needs to be judged on its merits.
28. No animals are allowed within the fenced area of the flying field. The farm precinct is
also out of bounds to animals (except in the normal public access places), so a dog
leashed outside the field boundary, is still on the farm and therefore not allowed.
29. Children must be kept under close supervision at all times.
30. First person View (‘FPV’) and autonomous aircraft.
(a) When flying an aircraft using FPV at Queen Elizabeth Park, an observer
MUST be used. The aircraft may not be flown outside of the visual area of the
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observer. The observer should be of the same mode as the pilot so, in an
emergency, the observer can take over.
(b) In view of our proximity to full size aircraft operations, autonomous control of
flight is not permitted.
31. Fun days such as Tomboy flying. One design competitions provide a lot of fun and
enjoyment to those taking part. However, for all to enjoy, certain rules need to be
observed.
(a) Hand launching from all pilots simultaneously from within the field is allowed.
(b) Pilots, once launched should endeavour to clear the field.
(c) Tomboy and similar events take little elapsed time, so the airspace should be
the preserve of the flyers for the 5 or so minutes the flight takes. Other club
members at the field at the time should be made aware that the flight is about
to happen, so they do not attempt a flight themselves at the same time.
(d) Flight space rules apply the same to such events as any other flight, as do
height rules and number of aircraft in the air at any one time being a
maximum of 5.
(e) For the purposes of the competition and the nature of the flight, normal circuit
rules do not apply.
(f) Given the nature of this event and how it is flown, it is deemed acceptable to
have the timekeeper and one observer rather than 4 observers.
(g) Another ‘flight’ should not immediately take place after one has finished
unless other members not involved agree.
(h) From time to time other special flying events may take place and rules for
such will be promulgated as necessary.
32. The committee reserves the right to sanction members found to be deliberately or
frequently flouting these rules and take the appropriate action. Authority for such
action is covered in the Constitution, section 5.

ROLE OF THE OBSERVER
1.

Ensuring the safety of the Public, air traffic and other members by advising the pilot
at all times what is happening in the sky and on the periphery.

2. Actively scanning the aerial area (visually and audibly) for full size aircraft.
3. Advising the pilot of other pilots calls.
4. Any other hazards that may appear during the flight (people on the strip or adjacent
walking track etc.)
5. Assist the pilot in not exceeding height restrictions and appropriate aircraft
separation.
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