
Remit/Notice of Motion for MFNZ 2017 AGM 

 

Purpose and Context of this Motion 

The purpose of this Motion is to ensure that the 2017 AGM carries out the intentions of the 

following resolution that was adopted unanimously at the 2016 AGM: 

 

Motion re New Constitution 

A draft of all inputs to go to a Working Group who put a draft proposal to Council on 

October 1, the draft will then be considered by Council and submitted to a legal professional 

for ratification and then it will be distributed to all members by various means and put to an 

SGM at the Nationals. 

Proposed by: Ricky 

Seconded by: Rowdy 

Voted unanimously by all present 

(Text transcribed from a recording made by the Secretary.) 

 

The context in which this Motion is proposed is as follows: 

1. According to standard meeting procedures, this 2016 AGM resolution ensures that the 

document called for must be considered by a General Meeting before any alternative draft 

Constitution can be proposed. 

2. The Motion addresses the situation caused by Council’s failure to distribute the document to 

all Members.  Council’s actions were limited to posting the document on the MFNZ website. 

3. Further, this posting biased consideration of the document by including a message to the 

effect that the document did not meet Council’s requirements so was unacceptable.  In 

taking this action, Council exceeded its authority because the resolution clearly calls for 

judgement concerning the merits of the document to be made by the Members of MFNZ, 

not the Council. 

4. Council failed to implement the instructions of the resolution pertaining to submission of the 

document to a legal professional. 

5. It is noted that Council unilaterally decided to control the scope of the work done by the 

Working Group in two ways – by appointing it as a sub-committee that was responsible to 

Council, and by providing it with a quite narrow Terms of Reference written by Council. In 

taking this action, Council far exceeded the role for Council instructed by the resolution.   

6. Further, after Council rejected the Working Group’s Draft Constitution, largely on the 

grounds that it exceeded the narrow Terms of Reference imposed by the Council, the 

members of the Working Group resigned from the Council-appointed sub-committee.  

However, the Working Group formed by the 2016 AGM resolution remains in existence and 

its members continue to consider themselves directly responsible to the Members of MFNZ, 

as instructed by the resolution.   

 

This Motion will be withdrawn in the event that the matters raised by it have been properly 

considered earlier in the meeting. 

 

Proposed Motion 

This Motion is proposed in four Parts, as follows: 

 

Part 1: That the Draft Constitution prepared by the Working Group that was formed by 

             resolution at the 2016 AGM be received. 

Part 2: That the tabled Report of the Constitution Working Group be received. 



Part 3: That the Report of the Constitution Working Group be published in the September 2017 

              issue of Model Flying World. 

Part 4: That this meeting instructs: 

a) The Working Group to consult with Members and Clubs regarding the Draft Constitution 

prepared by the Working Group, using the method and process specified in the tabled 

Report of the Working Group, and 

b) The Council to provide the support services needed by the Working Group to implement 

actions according to (a), in a fully cooperative manner, and 

c) The Working Group to use the outcomes of the consultation process referred to in (a) to 

revise its Draft Constitution and propose this for adoption at the 2018 AGM.  

 

Moved by:  Bill DeRenzy, Ken Buckley, Steve Hutchison, Colin Kemp, Chris 

                             Pickering  

Seconded by:  Wayne Cartwright 

 

Rationale for Part 1:  This action is the first one required by the resolution of the 2016 AGM stated 

above.  Since an SGM was not called at the 2017 Nationals, or at any time since then, the document 

referred to in the resolution must be considered at the next General Meeting of MFNZ, which is the 

2017 AGM. 

 

Rationale for Parts 2 and 3:  In association with Part 1, it would be beneficial to the process of 

eventually adopting a new Constitution for MFNZ for all Members to have the opportunity to 

consider the Report of the Constitution Working Group, and publication of it in Model Flying World 

will provide this. For this action to be implemented, the Report should first be received by this 

meeting. 

 

Rationale for Part 4:  The Draft Constitution has not been the subject of organised consultation and 

discussion with Members and Clubs.  This resolution will ensure that a sound process for this is 

implemented and that a well-considered and widely accepted new Constitution can be proposed to 

the 2018 AGM. 

 


