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Kapiti Aeromodellers' Club Update --- December 2015

Well , it's that time of the year already. With a bit of luck there will be some "flying" items
under the tree, even if you had to buy them yourself.
It has been a busy year, and one that, if you are a weekend flyer, will be remembered as
being very windy, especially during the latter part .
The committee has been busy as well , and I'd like to thank all of the committee for the
effort that they have put in during the year, especially our President Steve. It has been quite
stressful at times especially with the new farming and fencing arrangements, and Steve has
done a splendid job keeping it all together, calming us down when it has become heated
and dealing with the people that count as far as Park management goes. Great work Steve!!.
We are still without a Secretary , which is extremely disappointing. I find it hard to believe
that in a club with over 100 members , no one is prepared to put their hand up. During the
Christmas break , please think about how you can help out on the committee.
Also time to thank the maintenance crew that keep the facilities as you find them. These
guys put in plenty of hours, often sacrificing flying time to ensure that the strip is in good
condition.
Club nights have generally been well attended , it would be good to see a few more faces, so
think about it in the new year. The next club night will be in February 2016. Thanks to those
that have done presentations or brought along a model to show members what they have
been up to, it all adds up to a great evening.

From the Prez:
Hi all. It’s been a very busy month. The new electric fence is now up and the collapsible part
will be left down until stock is moved into the area around the strip.
Instructions on raising and lowering the fence shown elsewhere. These will be updated as
necessary.
I have now received from the relevant parties at GWRC the requirements and process for
applying for a 10 year license. This piece of work will be looked at in the New Year.
One piece of work that is outstanding is completing the Risk Assessment required by MFNZ.
Our existing RA covers most things, we just need to get those into the MFNZ template. That
work will be completed in the next few weeks.
The committee has held its last meeting for the year and all is looking good going into
summer.
One thing that has been really good is being contacted about the opening of the cycleway
(see separate item) and a letter from a school holiday programme asking if they can visit on
20/1/16. Obviously we have said yes provided they are supervised. A separate note will go
out closer to the time.
All that remains for me to do is to thank you for your support through a very busy year and
to wish you all a great Christmas with lotsa flying.
MANZ Rally:
The MANZ rally, as previously advised, will take place the last weekend of January. As
mentioned in previous newsletters, club members are welcome to join in providing they
register and their model(s) meet the criteria. I would like to encourage members who have
models that meet the criteria to join in and those that don’t to come down, meet other
likeminded modellers and enjoy something different.
Paul Buckrell is the nominated contact for the event.
We will need some VOLUNTEERS to help man the BBQ over the weekend. So if you can help,
please drop me an email: steve.kath@vodafone.co.nz
Cycle Way
The official opening of the cycleway from Raumati thru to Paekakariki is Saturday 23 rd
January. The official opening is at 10:00am and they will have a Festival of Cycling at the
Beach until 2:00pm.
We have been asked and have agreed that, conditions depending, if we can put on a flying
display around 1:00pm. It’s really just having people with models in the air.
I’ll send a note out closer to the time.
One thing we will need to be aware of on the day is increased traffic on the track.
Looking forward – 2016
We have our 2016 AGM in April 2016.
Since June we have been without a secretary and we also have Brendan and Terry stepping
down from the committee next year. Use the relaxing summer break to think about how
you or somebody else may step into these roles. It’s important that we have a full
compliment following the next AGM.
Steve

Fence instructions :

If you have any issues reading these instructions, let me or Steve know and we can send out
Steve's original that was done in Powerpoint.

The Club Captains Communiqué:
The past month has not been great insofar as flying activities at the field have been curtailed
due to persistent winds of a unfavourable nature. However the time has been well spent by
Rosco and John Miller with others of the pressgang carrying out improvements to the club
including cleaning up under the hut and sending a load of rubbish to the dump.
A few search and retrieves have taken place for recalcitrant models that chose to stray far
from the masters hand.
Ian Crossland had his Fokker disappear over the hill to the East of the field in what appeared
a fatal dive however the luck of the Irish was with him on this occasion and the retrieval
returned a model with not a scratch on it.
Likewise, John Ellison's glider which went into the blackberries and stayed for a couple of
days including overnight ablutions when we had a few showers on the Friday evening.
After enlisting help from experienced jungle trackers Colin Taylor and Jim Hamill the craft
was recovered once again in perfect condition and ready to fly again.
My own experience was not quite the same as when flying the Red Zephyr a runaway
throttle caused a fatal plunge earthwards with the subsequent recovery involving the
remains packed into a couple of match boxes!
On a more positive note we have now three Q 500's flying and they are proving to be quite
nice flyers too. As soon as the weather settles down we can begin a round of races. It has
been suggested that time trials could be the basis for the first event as we need to become
familiar with the course and technique etc.
We are anticipating a chance to have evening bbq's during the summer once the weather
settles and the evenings lengthen.
A word of caution re the erection of the containment fence surrounding the strip which
presents a further hazard to safe flying. To aid landing please make a stable approach from
some distance out and line up on the centreline of the landing area. Prior to flight stand at
the pilot's box and familiarise yourself with landmarks that are easily recognised and some
distance out along the centreline of the runway.
When commencing the landing approach fly to intercept the line from the runway to that
feature and from there it's a simple matter of controlling your descent with throttle and
attitude with elevator.
Keep Safe and have a merry Xmas and prosperous New Year.
Warner.

Ed's note.
As Warner mentioned, start the approach from a decent distance out . The correct circuit is
rectangular, meaning that the base leg is at 90 deg to the strip , then it is a 90 deg turn onto
finals and to line up with the strip. While Warner is making use of landmarks , my suggestion
is that once you have made the turn onto finals that you then fly towards yourself, then as
you approach the threshold gently adjust and line up with the strip centreline. Using this
method means that if you are flying at a different fields you should be on the centreline ...
every time.
And there you have it , the farmers fence and your model will be safe.

A few prangs and advice by Ian Crosland.
Photo 1. Warners ‘was’ new old timer. Engine throttle arm came loose, RPM increased to
max eventually causing wing failure. They don’t come much worse than this.
Photo 2. The hole that the engine under full power made. Difficult as it may be, it pays to
check this little screw from time to time even if means drilling a hole in the cowl.
Photo 3. Owen christened the new fence, dead centre, engine and nose to the right of post.
Vision depth perception is just that, don’t trust what your eyes are telling your brain.

Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3

Club Night November
A last minute change of plan had Warner taking centre stage and doing a practical
demonstration of how to assemble the timing gear on a 4 stroke engine. Warner reckons
that it's quite straight forward, (easy once you know how). If you are doing a bearing
change, the easiest way to get the bearings out is to put the engine casing in the oven. This
usually involves subtly coaxing the wife out of the house. Warner says a bearing change
currently costs him about $100 , that's from sending his wife out shopping.
Please note these costs may vary considerably.
Some of the models on display on the night

Alastair Rivers' Electric Seawind
Made of foam, should float well.

John Von's Ultimate, must be getting really
close to the maiden flight.

Steve's refurbished Cap 232 , ready to go for
another sortie.

Ilan's gyrocopter...
interesting looking contraption
look forward to seeing this one flying.

Another Quickie 500 looking for a race... Any
takers?

Bit of a gather round discussing flying and building techniques before the "official start".

As it was the last club night for the
year, Ilan brought along some
beverages of the Steinlager variety
which were handed out while Warner
did his presentation. What a nice
touch ... thanks Ilan.
CHEERS!!!!

Rescue missions.
As Warner mentioned earlier , there have been several rescue missions recently . The rescue
of John Ellison's glider is one of them , when you see the terrain and vegetation it is a
supreme effort.

Club Trainer:
We have been gifted another trainer aircraft , this one's electric so will be easy to get in the
sky, especially if you have forgotten to bring some methanol along, or you have the juice but
not a glow starter battery.
Many thanks to Peter Kortens for donating this to the club. It is much appreciated , I'm sure
it will be put to good use.

Noise review update.
As mentioned in last month's newsletter I will continue collecting some more sound level
readings during the Christmas period, and through January 2016. I'm hoping that I will have
sufficient data by then to complete my noise report. I have captured a lot of the "noisy"
models , but need to get some of the quieter ones as well, as this gives a better cross
section of models at the club and adds balance to the report.

Short Singapore III : Update by Alastair Rivers
Just an update following the most successful visit/participation in the Cambridge Armistice
weekend at Lake Karapiro.
As had been the case at Peter’s lake, we initially had engine failures during taxiing on the
lake and I (eventually !!) realised that we were getting water spray up into the carb air
intakes. Peter found a Coke can and we made temporary spray covers for the front engines
and Bingo, problem seems cured!! (Alright, I’m a slow learner!). Will now make fibreglass
covers, attached with magnets for water use and able to remove for choking/starts.

And ... that pretty much wraps up the year. Thanks to everyone that has sent me
articles and photos for the newsletter, it all helps.
I have a few things I'd like to try in the new year,( newsletter wise) but will have to brush up
on my computer publishing skills first.
Wishing you all a very blessed Christmas and prosperous New Year. If you are travelling
please take care , take breaks and stay alert.
And let's hope for some good flying weather .

Fly hard ... land soft.
Cheers
Don

