
 

The Kapiti Flyers Update – March 2015    
                                                                   http://www.kapitimodelflyers.org.nz/ 

 

Club night 17 February 
At the February club night, GWRC Senior Park Ranger Wayne Boness spoke to 25 
members about the proposed upgraded walkway/cycleway track at the Northern 
end of the strip.  The club has made representations to the Council concerning 
the impact of greater traffic volumes along the track.   In response to our 
concerns, the Council’s main approach is to raise the public’s awareness of the risk and also to provide a safe 
stopping point for those who wish to watch activity on the airstrip.  This will be accomplished by additional and 
more prominent signage, and the establishment of a viewing platform overlooking the runway.  He likened this 
approach to being similar to installing signage at a railway crossing.  The Council does not see the need for 
erecting physical barriers, although there is potential for some planting.   Archaeological issues make track 
relocation impractical. 
Wayne acknowledged that when the club was initially formed, there was no access track across the end of the 
runway, but he said that as park useage increases all park users must share the park facilities. 
Track work is expected to commence in Autumn when ground water tables rise and planting can be undertaken. 
Opportunity was also taken to discuss with Wayne our ongoing concerns over rabbits and the continuing 
blackberry saga. 
Following Wayne’s talk, Club president Alastair Rivers commented to members that he was not fully comfortable 
with the Council’s proposal, but the club was not in a position to require a more robust solution.  Members 
present agreed that the Committee should again write to the Council, summarising the presentation, as a means 
of establishing a documentary trail in the event that increases in numbers using the track become a problem. 
 

New member 
Please welcome Alastair Haussman. Alastair is an IT business analyst, based in Johnsonville. He currently flies 
electric helicopters and is interested in broadening his skills into other forms of aeromodelling. 
 

Rally Planning Update 
Planning for this years rally is well underway.   
During the last month the main activity has been in arranging promotion.  If you would like a poster to hang on 
the notice board at your local school, dentist, RSA or takeaway shop please contact kapitirc@gmail.com.  
Other promotional activities have included:-  

 All clubs have been advised 

 Approx 100 posters placed from central Wellington to Levin. 

 This year, possibly in recognition of our 20th anniversary, or perhaps as a consequence of our higher 
profile this year, we are getting enthusiastic responses from the media. 

o Whitby News Brief have interviewed David Treseder 
o Kapi Mana News printed an article featuring Steve Alexander 
o Kapiti Observer have interviewed Warner Summerton 

“Sheila Time" - impromptu BBQ bonding time with partners Sunday 22
nd

 
February.   Calm, still conditions and an opportunity for a social session. 

(Photo and title by Ian Crossland) 
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o Ron Nichols is to be interviewed by Beach FM 
o Northern Courier are to print an editorial article 

 We are on a number of community websites – Eventfinder, Greater Wellington Regional Council 
events,  Kapiticoastevents and others 

 Greater Wellington Regional Council has accorded us with the status of being part of their Great 
Outdoors Summer Events programme (GOSE), and have issued a press release promoting us. 

 The Tramways Museum is supporting us with posters in each of their cars, and will run a tram service 
all weekend. 

All we need now is for the weather to behave! 
 

Donation 
During February, Jetco Group Ltd, a local 

Porirua based underground services 

maintenance company, donated a number 

of obsolete (yes there is a specification!) 

road cones to the club.  

These will be used for events such as our 

rally, for directing parking and other 

functions. Pictured is Secretary Dave M. 

taking some of 20 years road grime off the 

cones. 

 

 
 

 

Interesting Links of an aviation nature 
 The assembly line at Boeing Charleston, SC plant.   https://www.youtube.com/embed/SE71NJl-

naY?autoplay=1   

 Lynx helicopter landing at sea – you’ve probably seen it before but it still looks impressive 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/bC2XIGMI2kM 

 One very large beast Antonov  AN-225 Mriya    http://gelio.livejournal.com/193025.html. Its a few years 

old, but the control systems would appear to have come from a long way back! 

 Declassified photos – bombing up the Enola Gay : - 

http://www.alternatewars.com/Bomb_Loading/Bomb_Guide.htm 

 Scratch building – check out over 6000 free downloadable plans at http://outerzone.co.uk/ 

 A Catalina story -  

http://www.nxtbook.com/fx/media/ooyala/index.php?w=640&h=360&embedCode=l5cnRrbjoBGoU3i9m

Nk2WnlSwfvifrlA#ooid=l5cnRrbjoBGoU3i9mNk2WnlSwfvifrlA 

Did you know?  

 that the insurance provided by MFNZ has a $1000 excess, of which the flier will pay $200 and MFNZ 
picks up $800 in the event of a claim.  

 The fees for MFNZ for the 2015/16 year have now been set and will be:-  Senior $70, Family $75, 
Junior $20.  (an increase of $3) 

 Pete’s Emporium has a new stock of balsa. 

 That when Hobbyking misses items off your order, and then you complain – they just issue a credit to 
your account and you then have to go through the process of re-ordering.  Next step is that when you 
re-order, the price has gone up by 50%, and you have to pay the freight ! 
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Andy’s (sometimes ) helpful hints 

Q – whats this about 2.4Ghz systems browning out and causing a crash! 

Andy says: - “ Most 2.4GHz receiver systems specify a minimum of 5V to operate. If 

the receiver voltage drops below about 3.6V, the radio will drop out and it can take 

several  seconds for it to rebind with the transmitter. This is a long time when your 

plane is screaming earthwards, and will generally be a disaster, requiring a shovel 

and a plastic bag.   

If you are flying an electric model with a BEC providing a stable supply to the 

receiver, this is generally not a problem as the primary battery usually operates at 

well above the BEC minimum operating voltage .    Make sure the BEC can deliver 

the max anticipated servo load – eg with one or more servos stalled. 

However – if you are flying an IC motor, you may be tempted to use a 4 cell NiMH pack which will provide a 

nominal voltage of 4.8V. Sounds good until you get a bad cell which drops the voltage to 3.6V = instant kitset.  

Another weakness is if you have a heavy servo drain (eg stalled servo), this can dip the output voltage to below the 

3.6V threshold. Unfortunately, makers of NiMH or NiCd batteries are reluctant to declare the maximum current 

draw from a battery. Just because a battery is rated at 2400mAHr, does not mean it can sustain a 4A load without 

a voltage drop. It seems that the higher capacity batteries may have a lower current rating. One way of protecting 

yourself is to use a 5 cell 6V system. This way if there is a single cell failure, or if there is a heavy servo load, the 

battery will have enough voltage “headroom” not to result in receiver brownout. Another advantage is that a 6V 

system will give higher servo torque and you may be able to use smaller lighter servos, which will offset the weight 

of the additional battery cell. “ 

 

Annual General Meeting – timelines 

The AGM is on Tuesday 21st April.   Put a note in your diary – this is 

the one event of the year where you can make a significant impact 

on the future direction and success of the club. 

          Minutes (draft) of last year’s meeting are on the web site. 
          Nomination forms will be emailed to members in a few days. 
Please note the following dates and deadlines. 

 7 April – Nominations for Committee , and Notices of    
Motion to be with Secretary.   

 11 April – formal notice of meeting, agenda, list of 
nominations, proposed resolutions to be emailed to members. 

 

Indoor Flying 
This is to resume in April and has currently been 
scheduled through to end of June 
Location -  Kapiti College Gym. 
Time - 1900 to 2100 hrs 
Dates - April 12th and 26th ,May 10th and 24th,June 
7th and 21st. 
For more information contact Roger White, Ph 04 
9040766, sharoger@paradise.net.nz 
 

 

Rule Change 
It has been pointed out that there is a difference between the written rules, and the map posted in the clubhouse 
covering no fly zones.  The rule say that you cannot fly behind the edge of the runway, whereas the map in the 
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clubhouse shows that pilots can come across to angled lines to the trig station (North) and the road gate (South).  
The committee has reviewed this discrepancy and has adopted the following ruling. 

 While doing circuits, pilots must not cross a line drawn along the edge of the runway. (No flying behind 
the pilot, over pits, club-house, or beach) 

 North end take off and landing - pilots may fly to the line from the pilot’s box to the trig station, as long as 
they are not more than 100m out. 

 South end take off and landing -  pilots may fly to a line from the pilots box to the road gate. 
This means that we can maintain safety by keeping much of the traffic back behind the runway edge, but pilots 
have the discretion to take a bit more space, eg to cope with cross winds, during take off and landing.  An 
amended set of rule will be posted on the web site shortly. 
 

Warbirds over Awatoto...  by roving reporter/photograbber Don Lynn 
I’ve never been to any rallies besides ours, so when I got an invite from Alastair Rivers, to join him 
at Awatoto, I got quite excited. After having been cleared for take- off by the squadron leader, 
aka. (my wife), I duly accepted the invite, even though I do not have a warbird (yet).  I knew that 
Alastair was taking up the huge Short Singapore III as a static display and some taxi trials, and that 
an extra pair of hands to assist with assembly would be useful. Truth be known, I think Alastair 
wanted some extra support, at the dodgy accommodation he had booked. 

 
We arrived about 9.30 am on Sat after a brief tour through Napier and eventually working out 
how to get to the strip. The Hawke’s Bay boys have a wonderful facility. A large mowed area 
allows for the pits to be well away from the flight line. Also no dunes to contend with, however, 
they have some other obstacles and their own versions of our blackberry patch. 
 
Kapiti  Aeromodellers' Club was well represented, with the usual suspects, plus several others. I 
counted 10 from our club. Most, like myself, were chin wagging, but a few braved the sometimes 
crowded skies. Pete Brown demonstrated some great scale flying, first warming up with his De 
Havilland Vampire, then topping this with his F4 Phantom. Andrew and James Farrow along with 
Allan Warnock joined in with the WW2 sorties flying their FW 190 Fokkewulf, and P51 Mustang 
respectively . We also managed to get some advertising done for our rally via PA and some 
posters. Some awesome flying was seen on Sunday afternoon often with 5 aircraft up at once, 
quite impressive. 
 
 Although not in the warbirds theme, Frazer Briggs gave some spectactular demonstrations of 
how to fly a 3.1 m, 200cc, Raven . Some mind blowing stuff. Great to see a champion like this 
prepared to woo the crowds and no doubt whet the appetite of aspiring young modellers... and 
some old ones too!  Absolutely brilliant skills. 
 
The organising was superb, and as a non flyer it appeared that everything went very smoothly. 
The kitchen was excellent, although I think that our own Spare Rib Cafe produces a better 
sausage! 
 
I enjoyed the evening meal at The River Bar in Clive, but then again I enjoy any meal when 
accompanied by a few handles of Speights. There will always be differing comments, but at $25 
per head for mains and dessert one shouldn’t complain.  
 
The club awards prizes for various categories. ie. WW1, WW2, Between the Wars, NZ Military, 
and Pilots choice. I can’t remember names of all the winners, however, Alastair won the “NZ 
Military” category with his 1/8th Scale Short Singapore III. Well done and well deserved Alastair.  
 
The weather played its part also, especially on Sunday, with plenty of WW1 machines coming out 
to play in the ideal conditions.  
 
Overall it was a great weekend. I’m definitely putting it in my diary for next year. 
 



Photos from Warbirds over Awatoto.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thats all for now folks. Keep those photos and contributions pouring in! 

 

Dave M. 

Editor 

↑ James and Andrew Farrow doing some 

father, son and "wulf " bonding.  Proof that 
this can be a family hobby. 

↑ Pete Brown looking quite contented alongside his 

Vampire. The aircraft handles like a pussy cat he tells 
me.  

 

→ Alastair Rivers 
proudly holding 
his prize for “best 
NZ Military”. 
Alastair never 

stopped smiling 
after two 

successful taxi 
runs without the 
engines quitting. 
The maiden flight 
can’t be far away. 

↑   Alan Warnock preparing his P51 Mustang.  

Unfortunately a leaky fuel filler valve restricted his 
flying on Sunday. 
Apologies , Alan  I should have got you to look up 
and “smile” at the camera  

 

Fraser performing another insane manoeuvre 


